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current positions

03/2013- Director of Research, Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA)
04/2012- Managing Editor, IZA Journal of Migration
03/2010- Associate, ESRC Centre for Population Change (CPC)

research fields

Labour Economics, Economics of Migration, Development Economics, Applied Econometrics, Statistical Theory

professional experience

10/2011-02/2013 Deputy Director of Research, IZA
Senior Research Associate, IZA

09/2010-02/2013 Deputy Program Director of Migration Area, IZA
03/2010-09/2011 Research Associate, IZA
09/2009-02/2010 Lecturer, Economics Division, University of Southampton
09/2008-08/2009 Senior Research Assistant, Southampton Statistical Sciences Research Institute, University of

Southampton
08/2006-07/2007 Research Fellow, Division of Social Statistics, University of Southampton

education

2005-2009 PhD in Economics, University of Southampton. Thesis title: “Essays on Migration and Labour
Markets”

2004-2005 MSc Development Economics, University of Southampton. Distinction in taught part
1994-2002 Laurea (cum laude) in Economics, Università degli Studi di Urbino

research projects

2013-2014 “Mapping diasporas in the EU and the US” (team leader), European Commission
2011-2013 “Europe Meets China: Images of contemporary China” (team leader), European Commission

under FP7 Marie Curie Actions
2011 “The Integration of Migrants and its Effects on the Labour Market” (co-leader), European

Parliament
2010 “Study on Active Inclusion of Migrants” (team member), European Commission
2008-2009 “Combining Migration Data in England and Wales” (team member), ESRC
2006-2007 “Ethnic Migration in England and Wales” (team member), University of Southampton

refereed publications

� “Is the Minimum Wage a Pull Factor for Immigrants?”, Industrial and Labor Relations Review, forthcoming

� “Remittances and Well-Being among Rural-to-Urban Migrants in China”, Review of Economics of the
Household, forthcoming

� “Entrepreneurship of the Left-Behind” (with J. Wahba and K.F. Zimmermann), Research in Labor Economics,
2013, 37, 2013, 37, 65–92

� “With a Lot of Help from my Friends: Social Networks and Immigrants in the UK” (with C. Schluter and J.
Wahba), Population, Space and Place, forthcoming
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� “Unemployment Benefits and Immigration: Evidence from the EU” (with M. Guzi, M. Kahanec and K.F.
Zimmermann), International Journal of Manpower, 34(1), 24–38, 2013

� “Self-employment of rural-to-urban migrants in China” (with G. Ning and K.F. Zimmermann), International
Journal of Manpower, 33(1) 96–117, 2012

� “Combining Census and Registration Data to Analyse Ethnic Migration Patterns in England from 1991 to 2007”
(with J. Raymer and P.W.F. Smith), Population, Place and Space, 17, 73–88, 2011

� “Combining Available Migration Data in England to Study Economic Activity Flows over Time” (with P.W.F.
Smith and J. Raymer), Journal of the Royal Statistical Society: Series A, 173(4), 733–753, 2010

� “Ethnic Migration Between Area Groups in England and Wales” (with J. Raymer), Area, 41(4), 435–451, 2009

working papers

� “Entrepreneurship of the Left-Behind” (with J. Wahba and K.F. Zimmermann), IZA Discussion Paper 7270

� “Youth Unemployment and Vocational Training” (with C. Biavaschi, W. Eichhorst, M.J. Kendzia, A. Muravyev,
J. Pieters, N. Rodrguez-Planas, R. Schmidl and K.F. Zimmermann), IZA Discussion Paper 6890

� “Remittances and Well-Being among Rural-to-Urban Migrants in China” (with A. Akay, J.D. Robalino and K.F.
Zimmermann), IZA Discussion Paper 6631

� “The Impact of Immigration on the Well-Being of Natives” (with A. Akay and A. Constant), IZA Discussion
Paper 6630

� “Welfare Migration” (with J. Wahba), IZA Discussion Paper 6450, 2012 and CPC Working Paper 18, 2012

� “Unemployment Benefits and Immigration: Evidence from the EU” (with M. Guzi, M. Kahanec and K.F.
Zimmermann), IZA Discussion Paper 6075, 2011 and CEPR Discussion Paper 8672, 2011

� “Self-employment of rural-to-urban migrants in China” (with G. Ning and K.F. Zimmermann), IZA Discussion
Paper 5805 and CEPR Discussion Paper 8473, 2011

� “Is the Minimum Wage a Pull Factor for Immigrants?”, IZA Discussion Paper 5410, 2011

� “Immigration and its Displacement Effects across Local Labour Markets”, Discussion Paper Series in Economics
And Econometrics 917, 2010

� “Network or Segregation? Analysing Employment Outcomes of Ethnic Groups”, mimeo

chapters

� “Welfare Migration” (with J. Wahba), in Constant and Zimmermann eds. International Handbook on the
Economics of Migration, Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd, 1015-1048, 2013

� “Analysing Structures of Interregional Migration in England” (with J. Raymer), in Stillwell, Duke-Williams and
Dennett eds. Technologies for Migration and Population Analysis: Spatial Interaction Data Applications, IGI
Global, 280–293, 2010

work in progress

� Migrants and social networks in the UK [with C. Schluter and J. Wahba]

� Social networks and rural-to-urban migration in China [with M. Guzi, Z. Zhao and K.F. Zimmermann]

� High skilled migration, competition, and policy [with G. Seccia]

� Exploring migration patterns in England and Wales [with J. Raymer]

research reports

� “Study on Active Inclusion of Migrants”, IZA Research Report, 43. Report prepared for the European
Commission, 2012

� “The Integration of Migrants and its Effects on the Labour Market”, IZA Research Report, 40. Report prepared
for the European Parliament, 2011
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other publications

� “Immigration and the UK Labour Market”, Economic Review, 28(1), 2010

� “The Economics of Happiness”, Economic Review, 30(2), 2012

editorial activities

� Guest editor, “New Perspectives for Labour Market Research: the IZA Evaluation Dataset”, International
Journal of Manpower, 32(7), 728–730, 2011

� Editorial (with A.F. Constant, D. Fougère and K.F. Zimmermann), IZA Journal of Migration, 1, 2012

refereeing

Industrial and Labor Relations Review, International Journal of Manpower, Journal of Human Capital, Journal of
Population Economics, Journal of Regional Science, Research in Labor Economics, Small Business Economics

organization of events

2014 “Labor market issues in China: Evidence from the RUMiC Longitudinal Survey”, Chinese Economists Society
Session, ASSA Meeting Philadelphia

2013 Workshop on Social Networks, Bonn
2013 Workshop on Migration and Human Capital, Bonn
2013 “Challenges for the Chinese Labor Market”, Chinese Economists Society Session, ASSA Meeting San Diego
2010- CIER/IZA Workshop, Bonn/Beijing

conferences and invited seminars

2013 ASSA Meeting (San Diego) – Panelist at the EESC Conference “Immigration: A source of wealth and duties for
Europe” (Brussels) – Panelist at the EESC/CEPS Conference “Labour Migration and Mobility in the European
Union” (Brussels) – Keynote at the Workshop “Migrants: Transnational Entrepreneurs or Entrepreneurial
Refugees?” (Maastricht) – IZA/CHC Workshop on Migration and Human Capital (Bonn)

2012 US Department of Labor Centennial Conference (Washington DC) – IZA/World Bank Conference: Employ-
ment and Development (New Delhi) – Annual Conference of the European Association of Labour Economists
(Bonn) – IZA/CEPR European Summer Symposium in Labour Economics (Buch/Ammersee) – Annual
Congress of the European Economic Association (Malaga) – CIER/IZA Workshop (Bonn) – IZA Annual Mi-
gration Meeting (Bonn) – IRVAPP seminar (Trento) – Migrants’ Choices Workshop (The Hague) – EU-CASS
Seminar (Xi’an)

2011 German Day on Development (World Bank, Washington DC) – World Development Report 2013 Workshop
(BMZ/GIZ/World Bank, Berlin) – Renmin University of China Seminar (Beijing) – CIER/IZA Workshop
(Beijing) – European Parliament, Employment Committee (Bruxelles) – European Society for Population
Economics (Hangzhou) – IZA/SOLE Conference (Buch/Ammersee) – Annual Migration Meeting (Washington
DC) – Migration: Economic Change, Social Challenge (UCL, London) – DEAS seminar, Università degli Studi
di Milano (Milan) – CPC seminar (Southampton)

2010 German Day on Development (World Bank, Washington DC) – Migration, Development, and Global Issues,
(CReAM/World Bank/Norface, London) – CIER/IZA Workshop (Bonn) – National Conference of Labour
Economics (Pescara)

2009 European Association of Labour Economists (Tallinn) – Work Pensions and Labour Economics Conference
(Nottingham) – Population Association of America Annual Meeting (Detroit)

2008 Quantitative Methods in Social Sciences (Southampton) – British Society for Population Studies Conference
(Manchester) – European Regional Science Congress (Liverpool)
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